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Not one of the Big Trees lias ever been found south of the grove on the 
South Fork of the Tide. The region has not, however, been so thoroughly 
explored that it would be safe to say that none exist there. Judging from 
the extent of the area over which this species is scattered, between King’ s 
and Kaweah Rivers, it would seem that here was its most congenial habitat, 
and it may eventually be found that this tree forms pretty nearly a con- 
tinuous belt, for some fifty or sixty miles. 

From what has been stated above, the reader will easily gather, that 
the Big Tree is not that wonderfully exceptional thing which popular 
writers have almost always described it as being. It is not so restricted in 
its range as some other species of the conifer ai in California ; it occurs in 
great abundance of all ages and sizes, and there is no reason to suppose 
that it is now dying out, or that it belongs to a past geological era, any 
more than the redwood. The age of the Big Trees is not so great as 
that assigned, by the highest authorities, to some of the English yews. 
Neither is its height as great, by far, as that of the Australian species, the 
Eucalyptus amygdalina, many of which have, on the authority of Dr. 
Muller, the eminent Government Botanist, been found to measure over 400 
feet. One, indeed, reaches the enormous elevation of 480 feet, thus over- 
topping the tallest Sequoia by 155 feet. There are also trees which exceed 
the Big Trees in diameter ; as, for instance, the Baobab ( Adansonia digi- 
tata), but these are always comparatively low, not exceeding 60 or 70 feet 
in height, and much swollen at the base. 

On the whole, it may be stated, that there is no known tree which 
approaches the Sequoia in grandeur, thickness and height being both taken 
into consideration, unless it be the Eucalyptus. The largest Australian 
tree yet reported is said to be 81 feet in circumference, at four feet from the 
ground ; this is nearly, but not quite, as large as some of the largest of the 
Big Trees of California. 
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